
I had quite a few bouncebacks from this email yesterday so I'm resending, thank you 
for your grace if you're receiving it again!  
 

The Iowa New Play Festival News 

Saturday, May 7th, 2022 
All issues of the NPFN can be found here.  

 
Our final, wonderful day of the Festival brought together actors, directors, playwrights, 
dramaturgs, stage managers, faculty, and staff at Mother:Knife, written by Derick 
Edgren and Margo Skornia. It was a beautiful day to wrap up our first fully in-person 
Festival in two years and it's hard to believe it's already over!  
 
Now that we've all had a day to catch our breath (or try to!) I want to extend a huge 
thanks to everyone in the department who lent their skills, time, passion, and artistry to 
making the Festival a success. I heard many comments about how people expected to be 
more tired or worn out by the end of the week but instead felt energized or at least calm 
and tired in a good way. Before I ever knew what stage management was, I wrote an 
essay for a scholarship about how I'd rather my feet hurt than didn't at the end of the 
day because that probably meant I'd done something interesting and worth the effort 
that day. I will say: more than just my feet are hurting a bit after this week, but so much 
of that is eased by the warmth of connection and dynamic theatre that was present this 
week. Thank you for being a part of making the tiredness worth it. (And in case you're 
holding your breath, I did get the scholarship.)  
 
Shoutouts and special thanks: Thank you to everyone who helped tear down TB 172 
after the final reading! And to Rob and Jon for getting the risers taken care of.  
I hope you can also take a moment and think about a special thanks you want to give 
yourself after this week or a moment of gratitude you can share with someone else. We 
so often forget to celebrate little victories so I invite you to congratulate yourself on 
being a part of something incredible this week.  
 
Congratulations to all involved in the Iowa New Play Festival 2022’s triumphant return, 
and we’ll see you in the fall!  
 
I missed listing Katie Gucik on Friday night's list of volunteers; thank you for catching 
that and lending your hands, Katie! 
 
With much gratitude and appreciation, 
 
Dylan Nicole Martin  
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