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Day #5 of performances saw our final production performances, final strike, and 
penultimate reading of NPF 2022.  
 
The Basically Children audiences were deeply engaged and verbally responsive; what 
wonderful energy to end our production performances on. We got to work immediately 
following the performance and had so many supporting hands to make as quick work as 
possible. I've included both a photo of the crew that was on hand for our final strike as 
well as a short video of a moment during strike when the sound and sight of so many 
people working in tandem was almost symphonic. Listen close and you can hear 
someone calling for more hands to help, a wrench going nearby, and even some calls 
from above in the grid.  
 
Tomorrow, our last day of the Festival, we wrap up our reading series 
with Mother:Knife, written by Derick Edgren and directed by Margo Skornia. We'll 
gather at 1:30pm for our final public event of the Festival--and then we ask those who 
attend to help us get the chairs from TB 172 back into Thayer! We'll also break down the 
seating risers in the room at the time.  
 
At 4:30pm through 6pm, anyone involved with the Festival is welcome to join in a 
closing celebration at One Twenty Six in downtown IC to say goodbye to NPF 2022. This 
is a great time to thank our festival guests and connect with them before they leave town 
as well as reflect on the success of this week.  
 
Lastly, Theatre Prom thrown by the Theatre Reps will be held in Thayer from 8-11pm. 
The theme is Enchanted Forest, but dress is whatever you feel most comfortable in. 
Come dance and get some endorphins going before going into finals week. Hope to see 
you there!  
 
Shoutouts and special thanks: Bryon Winn has been the expert in making pivot plans 
this whole week and providing a lot of support for every department while always 
keeping a sense of humor and candor. Thanks for helping us navigate this whole 
process, Bryon!  
Melissa Turner has also been absolutely instrumental in making sure the festival is 
running smoothly while wearing many, many hats. We couldn't have done it without 
Melissa's knowledge and guidance throughout the year and during this week. Thank 
you, Melissa! 
 
Personally, I also want to note how many small moments I've witnessed throughout the 
week that have filled me with gratitude: so many instances of friends bringing each 
other food, encouraging each other to rest, giving a pep talk, doing small favors for each 
other so that someone could go home after a long day, or just sharing a hug or emphatic 
high five to keep up morale. I've also seen a plethora of interactions where someone 
asked for help and received it. To be open to help is as much of a skill as learning to ask 
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for it (or give it!), so thank you to everyone who let this week be a little easier for 
themselves because they could.  
 
Today's volunteers and those in tech/rehearsals:  
Olivia Leslie, Emma Merkes, Holland Larned, Tyler Salow, Mathew Kier, Jackson 
Kopesky, Waroon Jalukar, David Diaz, Arlo Schneider, Owen Brightman, Natalie 
Villamonte Zito, Charlie O'Leary, Bryon Winn, Eric Stone, Melissa Turner, Alastair 
Ramirez, Victor Maldonado, Dorothy Craven, Meg Mechelke, Isaac Addai, Olivia Foster, 
Kat Guerrero, Dazjane Meadows-Sanderlin, Patrick Karanja, Felipe Bombonato, Chris 
Lysik, Rob Ascher, Margo Skornia, Daniel Sebille, Bethany Kasperek, Bob Mussett, 
Sarah Gazdowicz, Demi Makeig, Ted Buckley, Nick Vogt, Kaelen Novak, Faith Harlow, 
Matthew Ennis Neal, Elizabeth Sarsfield, Sophie Young, Wren Stone, Sara Alvidrez 
 
If I missed you on this list, please let me know and I'll include you on the final 
newsletter tomorrow!  
 
With gratitude and deep appreciation,  
 
Dylan Nicole Martin  
Production Stage Manager - UIowa 2022 New Play Festival 

 


