
EXCERPT FROM ACT II, SCENE III: THE DEVIL IS A FAMILIAR WILDERNESS. 

 

JEVUD. 

What…do you want? 

 

PHANTOM JESUS. 

To switch places with you. 

 

JEVUD. 

What do you mean? 

 

PHANTOM JESUS. 

You can have what I have.  

My divinity. You sense that it’s strong, 

Stronger than your connection to God. 

You want it more than anything. Here I am. 

We can trade. The skin of God’s true son for 

A false one. Come to me. You have been in 

The wilderness long enough. 

 

[JEVUD runs at the phantom, but then it is gone.] 

 

SCENE 2: THE KINGDOM WE DO NOT SEE 

[The stage is littered with wooden statues performing different tasks, a 

type of market set up. JEVUD stands alone, the sole human, his gaze 

downcast. Then, he looks up at wooden statues and the audience, suddenly 

convicted to convince them of something. He feigns excitement.] 

 

JEVUD. 

I rose that girl from the dead. She will walk 

Again as soon as I restore God’s kingdom 

On Earth. God didn’t want her to live now,  

No, not yet, but her soul is energized.  

She will sputter to life when Father wills it.  

We can only see what the world looks like  

In the moment, but we must imagine 

What it will be in the future. It is  

The parable of our faith, whether we 

Can see what God wants us to see, not 

Just what is there. Can we possibly know 

The face of every future messiah 

To come, or only those by which the light shines 

 

[Looking around, unsure of himself and his surroundings.] 

 

Am I the last in a cold, dead lineage 



Of saviors? Abraham, am I to be 

Forgotten? 

 

[JESUS enters with a few of his disciples and stands on a stone platform, 

looking over all the wooden statues. The lights go out and when they come 

back on, all the wooden statues have gathered around him. JEVUD, with a 

sigh, approaches slowly.] 

 

JESUS. 

You do not realize now what I am doing.i But behold, I stand at the door and knock.ii We can no 

longer fear destruction of our land. They do not have what we have; God’s promise to us. It was 

a strand of rainbow in the sky, and then it was in our hearts. Don’t you feel it? That promise was 

made to none other than Abraham. I am descended from that same man and I come to put 

endless rainbows into the sky. That feeling in your hearts will multiply tenfold. You will no 

longer hunger for beauty, nor food. A kingdom is going to come. I ask only that you consider 

following me. Together, united, we can bring such a kingdom about. With love. 

 

JEVUD, angrily. 

He knows not what he speaks of! Such a kingdom 

Already exists; we just have to fight  

Through the apparition that it is not there. 

And then the ones we’ve lost shall rise! But such 

A kingdom cannot exist through love! 

 

[The lights go out once more, and when they come back on, all the wooden 

figures have turned into people. They stare at JEVUD absently, 

confusedly. JESUS gets down from the stand and everyone flocks to him, 

touching his robe. They follow him all the way to the edge of the stage.] 

 

Listen to me! Come back! 

 

SCENE CONTINUES. 

 

ADDITIONAL JESUS MONOLOGUE. 

God has revealed his face. I, too, have seen it. 

It is like holding a mask face-down, gazing 

At where the features indent, but instead 

Of empty space…it’s full. An illusion.  

A trick. And if you see the illusion, 

The trick, then your mind is unbearably 

Restricted to mortality. You will die. 

If you can be convinced of such an illusion… 

Then you can be convinced of anything.  

And you’ll never know if you’re right, or if  

Everything is an illusion, and if all 



The faces you’ve passed by in life were hollowed 

Out, too, nothing in their features but a hoax. 

Is my face hollow, Jevud? Do you know 

What I mean when I say the face of creation 

Forsakes its creatures before it can love them? 

 

 
i John 13:7 
ii Revelation 3:20 


