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MAY I CALL MY DAD? 
 
 (A recording booth. The camera’s filming.) 
 
   LANSING 
 (to camera) 
I don’t think I’ve actually really absorbed—It’s crazy. It’s, um…it’s crazy.  
 (pause, to Boston) 
What was the question again? 
 
   BOSTON (O/S) 
Just explain your experience so far. 
 
   LANSING 
Okay.  
 (to camera) 
Yeah, I don’t think I’ve actually really absorbed everything yet. I’m so blessed to be here. I 
know I’m gonna win it. I mean, as silly as that sounds, I’m just, I mean, I know it. I mean, people 
that know me, they kind of, you know, say that I remind them of LA. I’m very, I would say, 
stunning. When I walk into a room, like, I mean, I’ll grab your attention just like that. It’s such a 
blessing to be here. To have this opportunity. I come from a poor family and having this 
opportunity- 
 
   BOSTON (O/S) 
Don’t do that. 
 
   LANSING 
Huh?  
 
   BOSTON (O/S) 
Don’t talk about your family. Keep it positive. None of that poor shit.   
 
   LANSING 
…ok. So…uh…I was just…about the…I’m sorry, what was the question again? 
 
   BOSTON 
 (enters) 
Jesus Fucking Christ-Fuck. Do you have ears? Do you have eyes? Then okay, let’s fucking 
continue.  
 
   LANSING 
Of course, sorry. I just, I wasn’t sure if, I…I just- 
 
   BOSTON 
What? Just speak. WHAT? 
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   LANSING 
I thought, I thought since this is, is a confessional, I just thought that I should say what’s on my 
mind and what’s truthful. Truthful to me.  
 
   BOSTON 
No, that’s not what a confessional is. A confessional is you sitting here, talking about shit that’s 
already happened so we can edit in your commentary over scenes in post. And what you say 
needs to appeal to our audiences. No one cares if you’re poor.  
 
   LANSING 
…………got it. 
 
   BOSTON 
Great. So let’s move forward. I can start using cue cards again if you want. I can take away the 
privilege I’m now giving you of speaking your mind if you can’t do this efficiently. I will 
reinstate cue cards and create your words for you.  
 
   LANSING 
Maybe that would be better. Without cue cards I’m not really sure what is okay to say and what 
isn’t. It’s hard to censor myself. I think it might make more sense for you to just go back to the 
regular system and have you tell me what to say. 
 
   BOSTON 
I took away the cue cards because I have no time. Do you realize how much time those cue cards 
take me to create? Do you realize I’m running a show basically by myself? Does that mean 
nothing to you?  
 (pause) 
So shut the fuck up and talk to the camera.  
 
   LANSING 
 (long pause) 
Do you want me to shut up? Or do you want me to talk? 
 
   BOSTON 
Don’t be smart. You’re not smart so don’t be smart. 
    
   LANSING 
Yes. 
 
   BOSTON 
Great, let’s continue forward. 
 (pause, re: Lansing’s face) 
What? 
 
   LANSING 
Could I…? Could…………may I call my dad? 
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