
Punch List 
(per March 2018 dra�) 

  
Revels  - an occasion or period of exuberant merrymaking or noisy fes�vity, especially one involving 
dancing, drinking, and lively entertainments 
 
Liege  - the superior to whom one owes feudal allegiance and service; en�tled and bound to mutual 
fidelity  
 
Cudgel  - a short, thick s�ck used as a weapon; to engage in a vigorous contest or debate 
 
Heretic  - one who maintains theological or religious opinions at variance with the orthodox doctrine of 
the Chris�an church; a person holding an opinion at odds with what is generally accepted. 
 
“...Richard’s saddest night”  

In 1399, a�er the death of Henry Bolingbroke’s father, John of Gaunt, Richard disinherited Henry who 
had previously been exiled. Henry invaded England in June 1399 with a small force that quickly grew in 
numbers. Mee�ng li�le resistance, Bolingbroke deposed Richard and had himself crowned as King Henry 
IV. Richard died in cap�vity in February 1400; he is thought to have been starved to death, although 
ques�ons remain regarding his final fate. 
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“...from Richard’s banishment” (from previous draft) 

In 1398, a remark by Thomas de Mowbray, 1st Duke of Norfolk regarding Richard II's rule was interpreted 
as treason by Henry and Henry reported it to the king. The two dukes agreed to undergo a duel of honor. 
yet before the duel could take place, Richard II decided to banish Henry from the kingdom to avoid 
further bloodshed. A�er his father’s death, Henry returned to England to reclaim his rights and lands as 
Duke of Lancaster.  
 
Clodpole  - a foolish, awkward or clumsy person 
 

“We tell thee, it’s true...”  

The royal we, or majes�c plural, is the use of a plural pronoun to refer to a single person holding a high 
office, usually a sovereign monarch, referring to themselves not only in a p ersonal capacity but also in an 
official capacity as representa�ve of a na�on.  
 
Whetted  - sharpened; excited or s�mulated  
 

Visage  - a person’s face, with reference to the form or propor�ons of the features; the surface of an 
object presented to view  
 
Zounds!  - expressing surprise, anger or annoyance; shortened from “God’s wounds” used in oaths and 
ceremonies 
 
Cur  - worthless, low-bred, or snappish dog; as a term of contempt: a surly, ill-bred, low, or cowardly 
person 
 
Anon  - straightaway, at once, presently  
 
“...I must return to Eastcheap” 

The street takes its name from the market which was, from an early date, one of the chief meat markets 
of medieval London. Its name derives from cheap, the Old English word for market, with the prefix 'East' 
dis�nguishing it from Westcheap, another former market street that today is called Cheapside. It is also 
notable as the former loca�on of Falstaff's Boar's Head Inn, featured in William Shakespeare's  Henry IV, 

Part 1  and  Henry IV, Part 2 . 
 

“...soon it’s back to Boar’s Head…” 
Celebrated in connec�on with Falstaff, this inn and tavern was located in Eastcheap, London, converted 
into a playhouse in 1599 and then used for several years by Worcester's and Queen Anne's Men. It is 
tradi�onally iden�fied as Falstaff's favourite tavern, though not actually named as such by Shakespeare.  
 

Cutpurse  - one who steals by the method of cu�ng purses; a pickpocket, thief, robber 
 

Harpy  - a rapacious monster described as having a woman’s head and body and a bird’s wings and claws; 
a plundering or grasping person, one that preys upon others  



 
Pish  - to express contempt, impa�ence, or disgust  
 

Jackdaw  - one of the smallest of the Crow family, it is easily tamed and taught to imitate the sounds of 
words; noted for its boisterousness and thievish propensi�es  
 
Malefaction  - an evil deed; wrongdoing  
 

Fustian  - ridiculously lo�y in expression; bombas�c, inflated, pompous; belonging to made-up jargon; 
worthless  
 

Profligate  - recklessly extravagant or wasteful in the use of resources; a licen�ous, dissolute person 
 

Fatuous  - foolish; silly and pointless  
 

Epistle  - a le�er; a poem or other literary work in the form of a le�er or series of le�ers 
 

Quip  - a sharp, sarcas�c or cu�ng remark especially one cleverly or wi�ly phrased 
 

Capon  - a castrated rooster, generally fa�ened for ea�ng 
 

Forsooth  - indeed; o�en used ironically or to express surprise or indigna�on 
 

Cordwain/er  - a shoemaker  
 

Moon-faced  - having a dreamy or distracted expression 
 

Pizzle  - the penis of an animal, generally a bull 
 

Wanton  - deliberate and unprovoked; sexually immodest or promiscuous  
 

Cluck  - figura�vely, to call as a hen does her chickens; a stupid or foolish person 
 

Retinue  - a group of people in the service of or accompanying a person, especially a sovereign, noble, or 
person in authority 
 

Gads!  - subs�tuted for  God , in various phrases, chiefly exclamatory  
 

Tarry  - stay longer than intended; delay leaving a place  
 

Troth  - faith or loyalty when pledged in a solemn agreement or undertaking; a firm promise 
 



Regent  - a person invested with royal authority by, or on behalf of, another; especially a person 
appointed to administer the affairs of state during the absence or incapacity of a monarch 
 

Prink  - to make ostenta�ous display; to swagger, strut  
 

Bung  -  a large cork stopper for the mouth of a cask; a bribe, lie or falsehood; to put or throw something 
in a careless or casual way 
  
Knock-kneed  - figura�vely, hal�ng; feeble  
 

Dastard  - a dishonorable or despicable person 
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“...but Salic law dictates…” 

The alleged fundamental law of the French monarchy, by which females were excluded from succession 
to the crown 
 



 
Royal Company 
(per the history) 

 
Edward II of Windsor  - the first English Prince of Wales (1301–07) and King of England (1307–27) and 
son and successor of Edward I. His reliance on his friend Piers Gaveston alienated his barons who dra�ed 
the Ordinances of 1311, which restricted royal power and banished Gaveston, whom they killed in 1312. 
In 1321, Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, led a failed revolt against the king. In 1326, his estranged Queen, 
Isabella, formed an army with her lover, Roger Mor�mer, which invaded England and forced Edward to 
abdicate in favour of his son, Edward III. Edward II was murdered in Berkeley Castle, Gloucestershire. 
 
Richard II  - King of England (1377–99), son of Edward the Black Prince. Richard succeeded his 
grandfather, Edward III. Conflict with the barons marked his reign. Richard's uncle, John of Gaunt, led a 
council of regency un�l 1381. Richard reasserted control and reigned ably un�l he began to assume 
authoritarian powers. In 1397–98, he exacted his revenge on the Lords Appellant by having the Duke of 
Gloucester murdered and the Duke of Hereford (son of John of Gaunt) banished. In 1399, Richard 
confiscated Gaunt's estates. Hereford led a successful revolt and was crowned Henry IV. Richard was 
imprisoned and died in mysterious circumstances. 
 

Henry Bolingbroke  -  known as Henry IV son of John of Gaunt, reigned 1399–1413. He returned from 
exile in 1399 to overthrow Richard II and establish the Lancastrian dynasty. His reign was scarred by 
rebellion, both in Wales and in the north, where the Percy family raised several uprisings. Although 
Henry defeated Sir Henry Percy (‘Hotspur’) in 1403, the Percy threat did not abate un�l the head of the 
family was killed in 1408. 
 
Henry “Hal” Bolingbroke -  Henry V, son of Henry IV, reigned 1413–22. He renewed the Hundred Years 
War soon a�er coming to the throne and defeated the French at Agincourt in 1415. By the Treaty of 
Troyes (1420) Henry was named successor to Charles VI of France and betrothed to his daughter 
Catherine of Valois. When the Dauphin repudiated the treaty, Henry returned to France but fell ill and 
died, leaving his infant son to inherit the throne. 
 
Jack Falstaff  - a character in Shakespeare's  Henry IV parts 1 & 2  and T he Merry Wives of Windsor , 
Falstaff’s origins lie in the stock figure of the vice, a character of immorality, together with some 
elements of the  miles gloriosus , the ‘boas�ul soldier’ of Roman comedy.  A robust, vain, boas�ul, and 
cowardly knight, he spends most of his �me drinking at the Boar's Head Inn with pe�y criminals, living 
on stolen or borrowed money. Falstaff leads the apparently wayward Prince Hal into trouble, and is 
ul�mately repudiated a�er Hal becomes king.  
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Miscellaneous Resources 
 
“In the Steps of William Shakespeare - London and Stra�ord 1564 - 1613”  
Accessible through  Theatre in Video  from UIOWA Libraries  
h�ps://search-alexanderstreet-com.proxy.lib.uiowa.edu/view/work/bibliographic_en�ty%7Cvideo_wor
k%7C2192472 
**Pre�y dated, but filled with some especially charming moments  
 
“Dr. Ralph’s 10 Things to Know about Richard II” 
h�ps://americanshakespearecenter.com/2018/01/dr-ralphs-10-things-to-know-about-richard-ii/ 
 
“The Game of Henry IV pt 1”  
h�ps://americanshakespearecenter.com/2017/07/the-game-of-1-henry-iv/ 
 
“Americans Try to Pronounce Massachuse�s Town Names” by BuzzFeed  
h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AckzNzbF5E4 
 
Richard II’s “Hollow Crown” Monologue in the Shakespeare’s Globe 2003 produc�on 
h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfVcqswZmDw 
 
Richard II’s concession to Henry Bolingbroke in BBC’s  The Hollow Crown  

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXGkbBbXVSA 
 
Twenty Thousand Hertz  Podcast Episode #18 “Evolu�on of Accents”  
h�ps://www.20k.org/episodes/accents 
The episode is excep�onally interes�ng, but par�cularly helpful at the midway point when Shakespeare’s 
language and voice is discussed.  


