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A Brief Overview of the Steubenville Rape Case 

By Lukas Brasherfons, Dramaturg 
 

(The following is meant to serve as a timeline to reacquaint the Good Kids team 
with the events surrounding the rape of a young woman in Steubenville, Ohio, in 
August of 2012, and the subsequent events the crime produced. It is not meant to 
be a comprehensive legal documentation of the event in its totality.) 

 
Steubenville, Ohio. (Jeff Swensen, NYT) 

 

In the later hours of 11 August and early hours of 12 August, a sixteen year-

old girl was sexually assaulted by boys from Steubenville High School, in part at a 

party hosted by volunteer football coach Matt Belardine. The girl was later driven to 

another party, before being taken back to one of the boy’s houses. The two boys 

who would eventually serve jail-time for the offense were Trent Mays, a sophomore 

quarterback for Steubenville’s high school football team, and Ma’lik Richmond, 

wide receiver, both also sixteen.  
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Left: Mays. Right: Richmond (Keith Srakocic, AP) 

 In March of 2013, Richmond was sentenced to at least one year in prison, 

Mays was sentenced to at least two, both on charges of rape, with Mays serving 

additional time for distributing nude images of a minor. Part of the reason the rape 

in Steubenville became a point of national interest – while so many other rapes and 

assaults young women go unremarked upon – was the presence of social media in 

the crime.  

According to the New York Times: “Twitter posts, videos and photographs 

circulated by some who attended the nightlong set of parties suggested that an 

unconscious girl had been sexually assaulted over several hours while others 

watched. She may have even been urinated on. In one photograph posted on 

Instagram by a Steubenville High football player, the girl, who was from across the 

Ohio River in Weirton, W.Va., is shown looking unresponsive as two boys carry her 

by her wrists and ankles. Twitter users wrote the words “rape” and “drunk girl” in 

their posts…. Within a day, a family member in town shared with the girl’s parents 

more disturbing visuals: a photograph posted on Instagram of their daughter who 

looked passed out at a party and a YouTube video of a former Steubenville baseball 

player talking about a rape. That former player, who graduated earlier this year, also 

posted on Twitter, “Song of the night is definitely Rape Me by Nirvana,” and “Some 
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people deserve to be peed on,” which was reshared on Twitter by several people, 

including Mays.” Seventeen year-old football player Cody Saltsman posted the most 

circulated photo of the evening, seen below,  as well as Tweets including such 

statements as “I have no sympathy for whores.” Proceedings deemed Saltsman not 

guilty of rape, and he served no prison-time. 

 

 Mays and Richmond’s crime had been documented, through Mays’ own 

participation in social media, the re-tweeting of the picture shown above, as well as 

the Twitter feed and YouTube video that came from Michael Nodianos (Twitter 

stream seen below), who was filmed in a twelve-minute video that showed him 

incessantly joking about how “dead” the girl was, with comments such as: “It isn't 

really rape because you don't know if she wanted to or not,” “They raped her 

quicker than Mike Tyson raped that one girl,” and “They peed on her. That's how 

you know she's dead, because someone pissed on her.” 
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The boys had inadvertently provided evidence for their own prosecution 

(Nodianos cooperated with law enforcement and served no prison-time). As the 

victim has no memory of the events of the night of the assault, much of the social 

media trail was used as evidence in court, such evidence showing video footage 

proving the victim had been transported via car by Mays and Richmond to several 

parties that night, and had been undressed and sexually assaulted, while other high 

school-aged males watched and did not intervene.  

 Mays and Richmond were not arrested until 22 August, roughly a week after 

the victim’s parents had reported a suspected rape. In the meantime, forty-five year-

old crime blogger Alexandria Goddard had collected screen-shots of many of Mays’ 

YouTube and Twitter material, and posted them on her site, Prinniefied.com. 
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 “What normal person would even consider that posting the brutal rape of a 

young girl is something that should be shared with their peers?” Goddard said on 

her blog. “Do they think because they are Big Red [the Steubenville football team] 

players that the rules don’t apply to them?” 

 Perhaps to the greatest effect, the multi-national hacker-conglomerate 

Anonymous stepped in, and they and their division KnightSec disseminated not just 

images and text from the social media occurrences of the August evening’s crime, 

but also e-mails to-and-from Steubenville High School administrators discussing the 

events, and how best to cover up the crime. Anonymous also found nude pictures in 

the e-mail account of webmaster James Parks, who ran a website devoted to the 

football team, whom Anonymous describes as having “been sending, possibly hiring 

the team to go to different parties and send him pics of girls they take advantage of”; 

Anonymous also found photos of a young woman bearing a marked resemblance to 

Savannah Dietrich, another girl who had been raped in August of 2011, in 

Louisville, Kentucky, under circumstances similar to that of the Steubenville victim. 
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 Anonymous brought to light the “Rape Crew”: the moniker the group of boys 

operated under, and said that the ‘Rape Crew” and its iterations have origins in 

Steubenville as far back as 1975, with victim testimony extending to 1966.  

 

 As for the coach of the football team, Reno Saccoccia, Mays said this of him 

in a text message: “I got Reno. He took care of it and shit ain't gonna happen, even if 

they did take it to court. Like he was joking about it so I’m not worried.” After 

Richmond served his time in prison, Saccoccia reinstated him as a member of the 

football team, saying in an interview with WTVR Channel 6: “"I feel that we're really 

not giving him a second chance. Some may look at it like that. I feel he has earned a 

second chance. We don't deal in death sentences for juvenile activity and I just feel 

that he's earned a second chance.”  

 According to Northeast Ohio Media Group, “the coach is in the fourth year 

of a five-year contract. In April 2013 he received a two-year contract extension as 

director of administrative services, which is unrelated to his coaching contract.” 
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 Mays remains in juvenile detention, and will be required to register as a sex 

offender every six months for the next twenty years. While Richmond will have to 

register as well, his name will not be visible in an online registry.  

 When the verdict was delivered in court that sentenced Mays and Richmond 

to prison, Mays’ apology to the victim stated the following: ‘I would like to apologize 

to [the victim] and her family, my family and the community. No pictures should 

have been sent let alone ever taken.” 

 

(Jason Cohn – Reuters File) 

 

 


